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• How familiar with the 
military operation at 
D-Day? 
• Are you interested in 
traveling abroad with 
students? 
• Are you interested in 
improving WWII 
content and 
instruction? 

How can I help you today? 

Questions 



What is the Institute?  

•  Funded by Philanthropist, 
Albert H. Small- 
partnered with NHD 

•  Essay Contest 
•  Announcement 
•  Research and Studying 
•  Trip  
•  Followup 



ABOUT THE PROGRAM 

• 15 Students 
• 15 Teachers 
• NHD Staff 
• Time in both 

•  DC 
•  Normandy 

 



Academics 

• We read several 
books, primary 
sources, and watched 
primary source 
accounts from the 
WWII museum’s 
online database. 



Silent Hero Research 

•  Each student-teacher 
team needed to 
choose a US 
serviceman who is 
buried at the 
Normandy American 
Cemetery.  

•  Each “silent hero” 
needed to be from the 
home state of the 
student-teacher pair.  

 



Making a Decision 

Although it was difficult to 
choose, eventually he 
settled on a young soldier 
from the small town of 
Danville, New Hampshire.  
 



INITIAL RESEARCH 

• How we started 
• Pilgrimages to Danville 

• Fran Byron 
• Howard Collins 

• Stumbling blocks 
• Why does nobody 
know how he got his 
Silver Star? 

 
 



THE TRIP 

University of Maryland 
June 18- June 23 



THE GROUP 

• Only team from New 
England. 

• First ever team from 
New Hampshire. 

• Enjoyable to be with 
students and teachers 
from every corner of 
the country, all with a 
passion for history. 



June 18 

•  Arrival  
•  Decatur House 





June 19 

•  Lectures 
•  Dr. Raymond Batvinis, George Washington University- 

Intelligence, Counterintelligence, and Deception in Operation 
Overlord 

•  Dr. Claudine Ferrell, University of Mary Washington- The Home 
Front in World War II 

•  Memorial Walk 





June 20 

•  Lectures 
•  Dr. Charles C. Chadbourn III, U.S. Naval War College- The 

Geopolitical Origins and Unfoldings of World War II 
•  Dr. Porter Blakemore, University of Mary Washington- What 

the Allies Were up Against- Nazi Germany 
•  Arlington National Cemetery  

 





June 21 

•  Lectures 
•  Dr. Sarandis Papadopoulos, Secretariat Historian, Department 

of the Navy- Operation Neptune- The Naval Operations of the 
D-Day Landings 

•  Ms. Courtney Speckmann, White House Historical Society-The 
White House in World War II 

•  Smithsonian-Price of Freedom Exhibit 



June 22 

•  National Archives at College Park 



June 23 

•  Lectures 
•  Dr. Corbin Williamson, Historian, Office of the Secretary of 

Defense- Operation Overlord and the Normandy Campaign 
•  Dr. Kate Lemay, National Portrait Gallery- Designing Memory 

the American War Cemeteries in France. 
•  Departure for Paris, France 



France 
June 23- June 30 





WHY NORMANDY? 

• Canadians had tried 
to take Cherbourg, 
but had unacceptable 
losses of 50% and 
were unsuccessful. 

•  Invasions across the 
channel had worked. 

• Able to provide air 
support. 



June 24 

•  Pegasus Bridge 
•  Pegasus Bridge Museum 
•  Museum of the Atlantic Wall 





GLIDERS 

• First part of the 
invasion. 

• British, Canadian, and 
American gliders 
slipped into France 
under cover of 
darkness. 

• Took out strategic 
bridges to cut of 
German counter. 



BAYEUX (our home in France) 

•  Spared during WWII, 
which left many of the 
historic buildings- 
including the Cathedral- 
still standing. 

•  The  bypass surrounding 
the city was evidence of 
the war. It was 
constructed to move 
allied troops quickly. 

•  Saw Bayeux tapestry. 



June 25 

•  Sainte Mere Eglise 
•  Airborne Museum 
•  La Fiere 
•  Brecourt 
•  Utah Beach 
•  Utah Beach Museum 



ST. MERE EGLISE 

•  Another city saved by 
gliders. 

•   Henri-Jean Renaud was 
a 10 yr old boy during 
Nazi occupation. 

•  His mother was Simone 
Renaud, a 
Frenchwoman who 
became famous 
because of this Life 
Magazine picture. 





LANDINGS AT UTAH BEACH 

•  A bit easier due to 
lower bluffs. 

•  Bombing raids before 
landings were 
successful in hitting 
their targets. 

• Utah Beach Museum 
curator– father was 
stabbed by American 
soldiers. 



June 26 

•  Omaha Beach 
•  Big Red One Museum 
•  Pointe Du Hoc 





LANDINGS AT OMAHA BEACH 

•  Focus of Matthew’s 
research. 

•  Landings were 
complicated because 
of high bluffs, and 
bombers missed 
beach targets. 

•  Bloodiest beach. 
•  Easy Red (Kenny’s 

regiment) landed 
here. 



POINT DU HOC 

• Army Rangers 
ascended the bluffs. 

• Huge craters still 
there. 

• Most German 
defenses still there. 

• Rangers took out 
German guns pointed 
at Utah Beach. 



June 27 

•  British Cemetery 
•  Saint-Lo 

•  Saint-Lo Cemetery 
•  Marigny German Military Cemetery 
•  Angoville au Plain 
•  Sebeville 

 



BRITISH-CANADIAN CEMETERY 

• Personal touch. 
 
• Biblical and family 

quotes. 
 
• These are graves for 

families who lost their 
sons. 



FRENCH CEMETERIES 

• St. Lo was a key city 
in securing the 
peninsula 

• This is a cemetery in 
Saint Lo where entire 
families who died in 
the allied bombings 
are buried. 

• Antonin’s great-uncle. 
•  “Vive les Allies!” 





GERMAN CEMETERIES 

• Gravestones are flat 
and list nothing 
military to honor 
people not soldiers. 

• Buried in pairs, 
sometimes in mass. 

• Each plaque has at 
least two names. 

• Ceramic, dark stone. 



June 28 

•  Normandy American Cemetery 
•  Eulogies 
•  First Division Monument 



THE AMERICAN CEMETERY 

• Much larger because 
temporary cemeteries 
were moved to be 
combined into one. 

• Shows the degree of 
sacrifice. 

• Heavily visited. 







FIGHTING FIRST 

•  The “fighting first,” 
Kenny’s division, faced 
less resistance and 
pushed far inland. 

•  Further west, US cut of 
peninsula to secure 
Cherbourg port. 

•  French landed in south 
to get to Paris first. 



WHAT WE KNOW ABOUT PRIVATE DAY 

• Death 
• Silver Star– BIG 

FIND. 
• Parents post war. 
 



Remembrance 

•  Described as hard working, rugged, 
and well liked in the community. 
Danville took it hard when they heard 
about his death. --Howard Collins 

•  "Red-blooded, fun-loving, all-American 
boy." --Earl Sweet 

•  Remembered "Kenny" as an athlete, 
and a mischievous jokester. He was 
someone who, "from time to time was 
full of the dickens" and because of this 
would often get put in the front row 
"near where the teacher could keep an 
eye on him.” --Bud Cheney 

•  "I cried the day he got killed… He was 
my idol." --Clinton Arnold 

These are quotes from 
people we interviewed. 



June 29 

•  Giverny 
•  Surprise Paris Trip 

•  (Even to the coordinators) 





June 30 

•  Flight Home 



Ms. Eckert’s Blog; 
kbeckert.weebly.com/
class-blog.html 
 
Private Day’s Site 
50157283.nhd.weebly.
com/ 
 

CAN’T TELL YOU 
EVERYTHING… 



The Normandy trip was 
then sponsored by 
National History Day, a 
program that MA 
participates in every year.  

Apply 

ahsnormandyinstitute.com 



The End 


