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N.H. Educators  and  Goethe Institut  Transatlantic Outreach Program





Ann Ackerman, Ph.D. of Rivier College, Nashua, and Nancy Gagnon, of Conval High School, Peterborough, were two of only 80 social studies educators selected to travel to Germany this summer as part of the Goethe Institut’s Transatlantic Outreach Program (TOP). From Erfurt to Stralsund Island, from Berlin to Frankfurt, and from Hamburg, to Heidelberg, they sampled each corner of Germany through sight, sound, touch, and taste. Activities ranged from Q&A sessions with German curriculum developers, authors, and German social studies teachers. Other highlights included audiences with U.S. President George W. Bush and German Chancellor Angela Merkel, as well as the opportunity to attend World Cup matches.





Ackerman and Gagnon also met with German Government Officials as well as officers of the Deutsche Bank Foundation and the Robert A. Bosch Foundation.





Both women felt that this TOP opportunity to increase cross-cultural communications helped them better understand US-German relations. They describe the program as a terrific experience that will allow them to bring new knowledge to their students and colleagues alike. TOP was established in 2002 to provide American and Canadian educators with information about modern Germany. TOP publishes textbooks, sponsors workshops on both sides of the Atlantic, and sends educators to Germany every summer on two-week-long, all-expense-paid study/travel tours. The goal is to create “multipliers” who broaden and internationalize their curriculum using Modern Germany as a contemporary case study.





The Transatlantic Outreach Program is a public/private partnership; partners include the Foreign Office of the Federal Republic of Germany, the Goethe-Institut, Deutsche Bank AG, and the Robert Bosch Stiftung. 





For more information on TOPS program � HYPERLINK "http://www.goethe.de/top" ��www.goethe.de/top�.      























Updated Social Studies Framework Approved ��On June 14, the State Board of Education formally adopted the proposed new social studies curriculum framework. This marked the culmination of a process which began in October 2003 when dozens of educators began revising the previous standards.  �


The updated framework is organized, in many ways, similarly to the framework that has been in effect since 1995. Significant differences include the following:





grade span expectations are now structured K-2, 3-4,  5-6, 7-8, and 9-12;


an additional “World History and Contemporary Issues” strand, as well as a strand intended to advance student attainment of  “Essential Skills” fostered by the social studies; and


suggestions for the thematic organization of instruction across content areas.





The full framework may be viewed at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ed.state.nh.us/education/doe/organization/curriculum" ��www.ed.state.nh.us/education/doe/organization/curriculum�. Any questions relating to the new document can be made to Ken Relihan at the DOE at 603/271- 6151.








Manchester Educator Named “Outstanding” by D.A.R.��Kathleen Mirabile, a social studies educator who has taught at Manchester Central High School for 30 years, has been named the 2006 Outstanding Teacher of American History by the Daughters of the American Revolution. Mirabile is also slated to conduct a special workshop at the NHCSS annual conference on October 26.     ��Mirabile, who accepted the national award in Washington, D.C. this summer, was nominated by Manchester’s Molly Stark DAR chapter. “Over and above all else, we were just so impressed by her dedication to her students, which was reflected in all of the testimonials that we heard from her students and colleagues,” said Chapter Regent Phyllis Gagnon.��Mirabile began her career in the 1960s at Manchester Memorial High School, where she taught for seven years. In 1976, after a hiatus during which she and her husband started a family, Mirabile returned to teaching, this time at Manchester Central. She currently serves as the school’s social studies department chair and teaches Advanced Placement U.S. History. Students enrolled in the A.P. course receive intensive instruction on how to analyze primary sources and how to score well on an exam that is administered at the end of the school year. Students who score well on the exam receive college credit and can bypass the introductory-level American history course. “Preparing for the exam really gives students an opportunity to push themselves,” Mirabile said.


The Outstanding Teacher of American History Awards honor notable, full-time teachers of American history and related fields, such as social studies, government, and citizenship education in public, private, and parochial schools, grades 6-12.








Humanities Council to Host Women’s Suffrage Workshop Oct. 13�This daylong workshop will explore the social, political and economic complexities of the years before the passage of the 19th Amendment. Among the questions that presenters will address are: Why did many women fear voting would destroy their true political power; why did women’s rights expand first in the West; and what was the role of the Republican Party. A special focus will be on Lucy Stone, presented by Judith Black, a nationally renowned living-history performer. Other presenters include Michael D. Pierson, University of Massachusetts-Lowell, Beth A. Salerno, St. Anselm College, and Judith Black, Lesley College. Registration fee is $35. For more information, call the NH Humanities Council at 224-4071.





Constitution Day Resources


The Bill of Rights Institute has updated its free educational materials to help you observe this year’s Constitution Day.  Available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.billofrightsinstitute.org/ConstitutionDay" \o "http://www.billofrightsinstitute.org/ConstitutionDay" �www.BillofRightsInstitute.org/ConstitutionDay�, these lesson plans can supplement your social studies, government, or U.S. history curriculum throughout the year.  The Web site includes several lesson plans on the First Amendment, freedom of the press, and the views of several key founders such as John Adams and Thomas Jefferson.


 


With the anniversary date of September 17 falling on a Sunday, the Institute suggests observing Constitution Day on Monday, September 18, 2006.  








Registration Open for 2006 NHCSS Conference


Register today for NHCSS’s annual daylong conference, which will take place on October 26, 2006 at the Center of New Hampshire in Manchester.





The theme of our 30th annual conference is Better Together: Practical Applications of the Social Studies. Advancing the theme will be the keynote address delivered by Lewis Feldstein, President of the NH Charitable Foundation, which serves as a statewide community foundation, a powerful force for change, and the principal source of venture capital for the state’s nonprofit community.  Feldstein worked with the Civil Rights movement in Mississippi and served for seven years in senior staff positions to New York City Mayor John V. Lindsay.  Prior to coming to the Charitable Foundation, Feldstein served as Provost of the Antioch/New England Graduate School.  He co-chaired with Robert Putnam the Harvard University three-year Executive Seminar Civic Engagement in America (� HYPERLINK "http://www.ksg.harvard.edu/saguaro" �www.ksg.harvard.edu/saguaro�).  With Putnam he is a co-author of the book Better Together: Restoring the American Community published in the fall of 2003.  He has received six Honorary Doctorates.  Feldstein was selected as one of “the 100 people Who Shaped New Hampshire in the 20th Century,” published by the Concord Monitor, and one of the ten most influential people in New Hampshire by Business NH Magazine in 2001.





In addition, participants may choose from among dozens of workshops ranging in topics that include U.S. history, world geography, and the behavioral sciences. To register, please visit the events page of our Web site, � HYPERLINK "http://www.nhcss.org" ��www.nhcss.org�. 








Fulbright Opportunities for 2007


The Fulbright Teacher Exchange Program is currently seeking U.S. elementary schools/school districts to host an elementary school administrator or teacher from Uruguay in February 2007. We are particularly interested in elementary schools/school districts with elementary language immersion or bilingual programs. Deadline – October 30, 2006.





Other opportunities available through the Fulbright Teacher Exchange Program are available at its Web site, � HYPERLINK "http://www.fulbrightexchanges.org" ��www.fulbrightexchanges.org�. Included here are several opportunities for American educators to spend time abroad, as well as information regarding selection criteria, program benefits, and funding information and guidelines.














New Hampshire Historical Society Announces Lecture Series





All programs listed below will take place at the N.H. Historical Society’s library, located at 30 Park St. in downtown Concord. Admission is free for NHHS members and $5 for non-members and includes complimentary same-day admission to its museum. For more information, call the Society today at 603/856-0611.





�Sunday, October 30, 2p.m.


New Hampshire Notables: Past and Present, John Clayton, columnist for the Union Leader and the New Hampshire Sunday News, will compare how notables from our recent past compare with their 21st century counterparts. Join Clayton to consider how Peyton Place stacks up against The DaVinci Code and to debate whether Tupperware or the Segway will be the NH invention with the most profound long-term impact. 





Sunday, November 5, 2p.m.


Stories from a Quarter Century of Newspapering in the North Country, John Harrigan, publisher emeritus of the Colebrook News and Sentinel and writer of the weekly columns, “Woods, Water, and Wildlife” and “North Country Notebook”, will reflect on his life as a newsman in New Hampshire’s North Country and discuss the region’s distinct identity and way of life. 





Sunday, November 12, 2p.m.


Let Me Tell You a Story, Fritz Wetherbee of WMUR’s NH Chronicle and author of Fritz Wetherbee’s New Hampshire will share a few of his all-time favorite stories from New Hampshire history. Combining Fritz’s vast knowledge of the state’s past and his inimitable ability to hold an audience's attention, the talk will highlight the exploits of some of New Hampshire’s best-known figures and reveal some of the state’s best-kept secrets. 





Sunday, November 19, 2p.m.


Back to the Future: From Colonial House to the Present. New Hampshire resident Jack Lecza will discuss his experience as a cast member of the PBS series Colonial House in which a group of modern Americans was placed in a precise re-creation of an early New England colony. Lecza will discuss how adapting to the harsh realities of living in 1628 has had a transformative effect on his own life today. 





Sunday, December 3, 2p.m.


Images of New Hampshire Past and Present, Peter Randall, author of New Hampshire Then and Now, will illustrate changes in the built and natural landscape through the use of historic and contemporary images. Randall will use his publication as a point of departure to discuss some of the underlying forces that have transformed the state in the past half century. 





Sunday, December 10, 2p.m.


The Four Seasons and Farming in New Hampshire: Yesterday and Today, Stephen Taylor, Commissioner of the NH Dept. of Agriculture, will reflect on the evolution of farming in New Hampshire with an emphasis on his own experience as a dairy farmer and his relationships with members of the agricultural community. In doing so, he will draw upon his decades of experience as commissioner, and previously, as a newspaperman in the Upper Valley. 














Start a History Club at Your School





Created in March 2002, the National History Club was formed to help history clubs from around the country communicate and share ideas and activities with each other through its biannual newsletter. There are now chapters in 39 states and over 5,800 students involved.


 


Clubs are given the flexibility to choose the activities that their members want to participate in, allowing for a wide range of projects. Some past NHC activities have included: interviewing World War II veterans, visiting Abraham Lincoln's home and neighborhood, traveling to Washington D.C., and holding a Ben Franklin look-a-like contest.


 


For more information, please contact Robert Nasson, Executive Director, at nasson@tcr.org, or visit www.tcr.org.








Rivier College Professor and Goethe Institut TOP Fellow Ann Ackerman (left) and Conval High School ‘s Nancy Gagnon (right) presented a letter of appreciation from NH Governor John Lynch to Mr. Dieter Berg, Managing Director of the Robert Bosch Foundation, recognizing the Bosch Foundation's support of the Goethe Institut.








Save the Date: Thursday, Oct. 26


30th Annual NHCSS Conference in Manchester





NHCSS—Advancing Social Studies Education in New Hampshire
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Fort at No. 4 Launches New Web Site��The Fort at No. 4 in Charlestown encourages teachers to visit its updated Web site, which features resources to help integrate the Colonial Period into your curriculum. Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.fortat4.com" ��www.fortat4.com� to:





-Become familiar with classroom lessons on   


 a variety of colonial topics; 


   -Find ready made interdisciplinary activities      


    for students; 


   -Learn about resources and numerous 


    primary documents available in print    


    and on the Web for use in the classroom. 


�Special focus is given to New Hampshire primary source documents, people, places and events.
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