New Hampshire Council for the Social Studies

Position Statement on Social Studies Education in New Hampshire, September, 2006
Social Studies education is in crisis. It has been devalued and de-emphasized.
Social Studies is an essential element of learning because it:

1. Creates “public citizens” committed to democratic principles and beliefs

2. Creates “economic citizens” able to contribute to the economy and live self-sufficiently

3. Creates “private citizens” who are curious about the world and live an active life of the mind

4. Creates “social citizens” who respect their community and its diverse populations

The New Hampshire Council for Social Studies (NHCSS) reaffirms its belief in the need for social studies education, supports New Hampshire’s new 2006 Social Studies Framework, and remains concerned about the impact of No Child Left Behind on social studies education in New Hampshire.   
In New Hampshire, as in many states, there has been a steady diminishing of Social Studies content learning, materials and resources, particularly for students in grades K-8.  Many elementary age children are no longer engaging in the knowledge, skills, and dispositions necessary for high school study as well as productive citizenship.  Students are missing out on important topics including:
· Civic participation

· History

· Economic decision-making

· Global political, social, geographic and economic issues

It is imperative to reverse this trend! 
The NHCSS is anxious to offer strategies for meeting this challenge by proposing the following actions:
     1.  Reinstitute the guarantee that districts are accountable for Social Studies education K-12, 
          especially at the K-8 level.
      2.  Realign Social Studies curricula with the newly revised Social Studies Framework and the
           Minimum Standards for Schools.
NHCSS, a professional organization of social studies educators and supporters of social studies education, looks forward to collaborating with policy makers and educators to ensure that our students become knowledgeable, contributing citizens.  
** In order to share your ideas and become involved, please contact the NHCSS President, Audrey Rogers, at apgr@aol.com. **
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For more information, comments or questions contact NHCSS President Kristin Alvarez (kalvarez@Keene.edu) or Audrey Rogers President-Elect (APGR@aol.com)                    NHCSS P.O. Box 475 Concord, NH   03302

